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LOGLINE

A short documentary about joy, unity, and empowerment through drumming

FILM SYNOPSIS

LIVING LOUD is a timely film about the collaboration between two very different drumming groups with a lot in
common, following them as they build community and empowerment through samba reggae.

In 2016, Stacy Kovacs formed Fogo Azul with just fifteen members. By 2020, they were 110 people strong and
quickly becoming the heartbeat of NYC marches and protests, including the Dyke March, the Women's March,
the Pride March, the Halloween Parade, and the Coney Island Mermaid Parade. The band brought together
drummers of every age, race, income bracket, sexuality, and gender identity. United in their shared values, being
a part of Fogo Azul meant belonging to a supportive and empowering community, one where they could learn
and grow together.

In February, 2020, Stacy took 40 members of Fogo Azul to Salvador, the historical center of the Afro-Brazilian
community and the birthplace of samba reggae. There, they lived with and learned from Banda Dida, the first all-
woman, all-Black samba reggae drum line, run by world-renowned drummer Adriana Portela.

LIVING LOUD follows the main characters of Stacy, Adriana, and drummers Selma, Sara, Bia, Velma, and Gaby as

the trip to Brazil transforms their lives and brings new meaning to their work. Adriana then travels to New York
to continue working with the women of Fogo Azul and to lead them in the Mermaid Parade.

SHORT SYNOPSIS

In 2020, members of Fogo Azul, an all-woman and non-binary, samba reggae drumming group traveled to Brazil
to learn from Banda Did3, the first female samba reggae drumming troupe. Then Adriana Portela, the leader of
Did4, came to New York to drum with Fogo Azul. LIVING LOUD follows the joyous results.



LONG SYNOPSIS

LIVING LOUD is a timely film about the collaboration between two very different drumming groups with a lot in
common, following them as they build community and empowerment through samba reggae.

In 2016, Stacy Kovacs formed Fogo Azul with just fifteen members. By 2020, they were 110 people strong and
quickly becoming the heartbeat of NYC marches and protests, including the Dyke March, the Women's March,
the Pride March, the Halloween Parade, and the Coney Island Mermaid Parade. The band brought together
drummers of every age, race, income bracket, sexuality, and gender identity. United in their shared values, being
a part of Fogo Azul meant belonging to a supportive and empowering community, one where they could learn
and grow together.

LIVING LOUD begins in February 2020 when Stacy took 40 members of Fogo Azul to Salvador, Brazil - the
historical center of the Afro-Brazilian community and the birthplace of samba reggae. There, they lived with and
learned from Banda Dida, the first all-woman, all-Black samba reggae drum line, run by world-renowned drummer
Adriana Portela. And at the culmination of the trip, Fogo Azul joined with Banda Dida to drum in Carnival.

The Brazilian Black community were originally not allowed to drum in Carnival - and women were not allowed to
drum at all - but Adriana became the first woman to conduct a samba-reggae band in Brazil, and since then Dida
has played with national and international music celebrities, and in music festivals around the world.

Adriana has always seen music as the driving force for social change and as a tool capable of crossing
boundaries and enabling the knowledge of diverse cultures. Dida is not just a drumming group. Their
headquarters in Salvador functions as a center for women's drumming and as a meeting place for classes for
members and after school programs for children.

LIVING LOUD follows the main characters of Stacy, Adriana, and drummers Selma, Sara, Gaby, Velma, and Bia as
the trip to Brazil transforms their lives and brings new meaning to their work. Then in 2022 Adriana traveled to
New York to rehearse with the drummers of Fogo Azul and to lead them in the Mermaid Parade in Coney Island.
As Adriana entered the rehearsal room, over 100 drummers welcomed her with an exuberant drum roll. The
excitement and energy were palpable, and Adriana later admitted that she was overwhelmed by the response.
She also reflected on the difference between the drummers of Fogo Azul, who are not afraid to live their true
selves or to speak out politically, to the drummers of Did4d whose lives are more constrained by the limitations of
racism, traditional gender norms, and poverty in Brazil. She is working on changing that.

On the day of the Mermaid Parade the weather was cool, the crowds were huge and over 3,000 people, dressed
as mermaids, took part in the parade along the roads and boardwalk of Coney Island. And then just as the
parade was getting towards the end, Stacy suddenly led her members straight towards the beach, and the entire
band drummed in the waves - led by maestrina Adriana Portela. The crowd followed, cheering.
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held at the St. George Church, NYC in 2018. Her portraits of
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Living Loud about Fogo Azul, an all women, transgender,
non-binary, gender non-conforming Samba Reggae drum line
(she is a band member herself). She is a 2021 graduate of the
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ISABEL VEGA (co-director /director of photography) is an
award-winning filmmaker with a solid background as director/
producer/shooter and storyteller. Isabel has worked on film and
TV projects for HBO, Bravo, Lifetime, Own, Oxygen, TLC and FX.
Her film, La Corona, is a documentary about a beauty pageant
in a high security female prison in Bogotd, Colombia. The film
was nominated for an Academy Award (2008), received an
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for best short film (2008) and was acquired by HBO. Vega co-
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violence, Terror At Home. Vega's latest film (currently in
production) is about a local election in Jackson, MS.

ANGELA GANDINI (editor) is a film editor living and

working in the Hudson Valley. A graduate of Columbia
University with a degree in film studies, she has edited
numerous films and television shows for HBO Documentaries,
Discovery, PBS and others. Most recently, she edited the
critically acclaimed documentary Adrienne, which the New
York Times called one of its "2021 Streaming Gems" and Breslin
and Hamill: Deadline Artists (both HBO Documentary Films)
which won the Emmy for Outstanding Historical Documentary
in 2020. She began a successful career with HBO Documentary
films in 2013 and has worked on countless projects since, some
of which include the Emmy nominated films San Francisco 2.0
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